Opening Protection Management

Unprotected openings in work areas present significant fall hazards during NCC T&D operations. While guardrails are
the preferred protection method, protective covers may be necessary when guardrails are not practical, particularly
during substation construction and maintenance activities.

NCC T&D Project Leaders Key Responsibilities

e Project Leaders must ensure comprehensive opening protection through:

e Risk Assessment: Identify and evaluate all floor and wall openings

e Protection Methods: Select and implement appropriate protection systems
e Installation Verification: Ensure proper installation of covers and guardrails
e Inspection Programs: Maintain regular inspection schedules

e  Warning Systems: Install appropriate warning signs and barriers

Opening Protection Requirements
When using protective covers, Project Leaders must ensure they:

e Cover Specifications: Completely cover the entire opening

e Security: Are securely fastened to prevent displacement

e |dentification: Are clearly marked as opening covers

e Load Capacity: Can support all anticipated loads

e Material Quality: Meet strength requirements for the specific application
e Warning Signs: Display "DANGER" signs at least 150 mm in height

Worker Responsibilities
Workers must:

e Follow Procedures: Adhere to all opening protection protocols

e Report Hazards: Immediately report any damaged or missing covers

e Maintain Protection: Replace covers properly after accessing openings
e Observe Signs: Comply with all warning signs and barriers

e Use Protection: Never work around unprotected openings

e Attend Training: Participate in opening protection safety training

Additional Considerations for NCC T&D Projects
Given the complex nature of electrical infrastructure work, additional measures include:

e Regular Inspections: Check covers daily before work begins

Access Control: Implement permit system for cover removal

Temporary Protection: Use alternative methods during cover removal

e Communication: Maintain clear protocols for cover removal/replacement
e Emergency Procedures: Establish response plans for cover failures

Key Takeaways

e Protection Priority: Opening protection is essential for fall prevention

e Cover Requirements: Covers must meet specific strength and security standards
e Warning Systems: Clear signage and barriers must be maintained

e  Worker Safety: Proper procedures must be followed when covers are removed
e Documentation: Maintain records of all opening protection measures

For more information, refer to NCC T&D's relevant IMS procedures or consult our HSE Department for expert
guidance and training resources.
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